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From the Chair:

This has been a year of significant
transition 1n the department, including
transition in leadership. In Autumn of
1997 1 accepted the position as Acting
Chair of NELC, following on the splen-
did service of Naomi Sokoloft, who at
the same time began a term as Chair of
the Jewish Studies Program in the Jack-
son School of International Studies, and
in Autumn of 1998 I begin a regular
five-year term as Chair of the depart-
ment. The learning curve has seemed
steep at times, but the patience and sup-
port of a wonderful faculty and staff
have made this past year a very enjoy-
able one.

A major part of the challenge 1n

this past year was constituted by three
national searches to fill faculty positions,
an unusually large number for a depart-
ment of this size. There was the new
joint appointment with Jewish Studies 1n
Biblical Hebrew and Hebrew Bible, an-
nounced in the last i1ssue of this Newslet-
ter, and made possible by the Samuel
and Althea Stroum Endowment. We
were thrilled that this search was suc-
cessfully completed with the hiring of
Scott Noegel as Assistant Professor. By
now Scott is well-known to most folks
associated with Near and Middle Eastern
studies at UW, having been a post-doc-
toral Cole Fellow 1n Jewish Studies in
1995-96, and having returned here this
past year (after teaching in 1996-77 at
Rice University) to be Acting Assistant
Professor during our search for a perma-
nent appointment. For many of us who
have been on this faculty since the
1970’s, the filling of this position is es-
pecially meaningful, since it is a restora-
tion of a vital area of curricular coverage
lost during cutbacks in the 1980°s.
Prof. Noegel has established a reputation
as an exceptionally talented and enthusi-
astic teacher and a superb colleague, and
we look forward to tremendous benefits
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that his addition will bring to NELC,
Jewish Studies, and Comparative Reli-
gion, among other programs.

The second national search, to fill
the position in Turkish language and lit-
erature, 1s still in progress. Three excel-
lent candidates have been brought to
campus for interviews and none has
been eliminated from consideration, but
a variety of factors conspired to extend
the search process into the Autumn of
1998. Meanwhile, I am particularly
grateful that our Turkish program has
been able to rely on language instruction
by superbly qualified teaching assistants,
and on seminar contributions and gen-
eral advisory support from Affiliate Pro-
fessor Walter Andrews, one of the most
respected figures internationally in the
field of Turkish literature.

Finally, the third search has re-
cently been successfully concluded with
the appointment of Nadia Yaqub as
Lecturer Part-Time in Arabic language.
Ms. Yaqub has a proven record as an ex-
cellent Arabic language teacher at Ber-
keley, where, in addition to her teaching
during the academic year, she coordi-
nated the summer Intensive Arabic Pro-
gram for three years. She is scheduled
to have completed her Ph.D. in Near
Eastern Studies from the University of
California, Berkeley, in August 1998.
Her dissertation (advisor Muhammad
Siddiq, formerly a faculty member in
NELC at UW) is entitled “Drinking
From the Well of Poetry: Tradition,
Composition and Identity in the Practice
of Oral Palestinian Poetry Duels.” In ad-
dition to working on the completion of
her dissertation, Ms. Yaqub has spent
the last year, funded by a grant from the
Berkeley Language Learning Center, in
preparing Web-based materials for the
study of Advanced Media Arabic. She
therefore also brings valuable expertise
in the area of computer technology for
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the support of Arabic language struction.
Another exciting dimension of Nadia’s ad-
dition to our faculty is that she will also be
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Lecturer in Arabic Nadia Yaqub

serving as the coordinating lecturer for a
new, federally funded distance learning
initiative for interactive video instruction
in Arabic, which our Middle East Center
has contracted with Montana State Univer-
sity in Bozeman and several other North-
west regional colleges and universities,
over the next two years. And the Middle
East Center 1s providing funds for her also
to teach a course on Middle Eastern folk-
ore in the Spring Quarter of 1999. This
Part-Time Lecturer position has been sup-
plied to NELC by the Dean’s Office for
two years, and we hope that it can become
permanent and expanded to full-time. Stu-
dent demand for Arabic has been increas-
ing, and the addition of this position not
only will accommodate more adequately
this rising demand, but also will help free
our other Arabic faculty, Professors Terr
DeYoung and Brannon Wheeler, to meet
the crucial and expanding curricular needs
in Arabic literature and Islamic studies.




These three positions are indicative of
only some of the vital transformation and
growth underway in NELC. The Modem
Hebrew program is thriving under the di-
rection of Naomi Sokoloff, with significant
increases in 1997-98 in first-year enroll-
ments. The achievements of Ahmad
Karimi-Hakkak, leader of our Persian pro-
gram, were recognized this year with his
promotion to Full Professor. And our pro-
gram in Central Asian studies continues to
be recognized as an international resource,
under the enthusiastic and devoted guid-
ance of llse Cirtautas.

We have a relatively young and ex-
tremely talented faculty in a department
with a distinguished past, built on the pio-
neering accomplishments of such leaders as
Professors Emeriti Farhat Ziadeh, Nicolas
Heer, and Pierre MacKay. We are defi-
nitely now poised for a new and different
chapter, and I think it promises what may
be some of the most exciting advances in
the NELC’s history. I want to thank all of
the NELC family who have been so sup-
portive during my “on the job™ learning
during this past year. Special mention
should be made of my gratitude to our of-
fice staff, Jane Lund and Marian
Schwarzenbach, for their skills, good na-
ture, and their willingness always to go the
extra mile. On behalf of all in the depart-
ment, | offer special thanks also to architect
and designer Mamoun Sakkal, an affiliate
member of the faculty, for once again gen-
erously donating ime and talents in laying
out this Newsletter for publication.

Finally, while thinking of the past,
present and future of the NELC “family,” |
note with great sadness the tragic passing
on January 17, 1998, of Theodora MacKay,
Affiliate Assistant Professor in NELC, and
wife of Professor Pierre Mackay. Theo was
a very active contributor to and supporter of
Middle Eastern studies at the University of
Washington. She was a member of the
Middle East Studies Program, and served
on the editorial board of the UW’s Middle
East publication series. She is missed.

Michael A. Williams
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Chairperson
Michael A. Williams

Professors

Bacharach, Jere L., (Adjunct); Ph.D., 1967, Michigan; History of the Middle East,
Islamic history

Cirtautas, Ilse D., Ph.D., 1958, Hamburg; Turkic languages and literatures.

Heer, Nicholas, L., (Emenitus), Ph.D., 1955, Princeton: Arabic language and literature,
Islamic theology and philosophy.

Jaffee, Martin S., (Adjunct); Ph.D., 1980 Brown University; History of Judaism and
late antiquity, methods in study of religion.

Karimi-Hakkak, Ahmad, Ph.D., 1979, Rutgers: Persian language and literature,
[ranian culture and civilization

MacKay, Pierre A., (Emeritus); Ph.D., 1964, California (Berkeley); Topography of the
Near East, Ottoman Turkish and Classical Arabic literatures.

Williams, Michael A., (Adjunct) Ph.D., 1977, Harvard: Early Christianity and
religions of antiquity.

Ziadeh, Farhat J., (Emeritus), LL.B.. 1940, London; Arabic language and literature,
[slamic law and institutions.

Associate Professors

DeYoung, Terri L., Ph.D., 1988, California (Berkeley); Arabic language and litera-
ture.

Sokoloff, Naomi B., Ph.D., 1980, Princeton; Hebrew language and literature.

Assistant Professors

Noegel, Scott, Ph.D., 1995, Cornell University; Hebrew Bible, ancient Near Eastern
languages and cultures

Wheeler, Brannon, Ph.D., 1993, University of Chicago; Islamic studies, comparative
religion, late antiquity, Jewish studies, legal studies.

Lecturers Part-Time

Wheeler, Deborah, Ph.D., 1993, University of Chicago; Political science and Middle
Eastern studies

Yaqub, Nadia, Ph.D. expected 1998, Berkeley: Arabic language, Arabic oral poetry,
Middle East folklore

Heinrichs, Timothy, Ph.D., 1991, UW: Introduction to Islamic Civilization, A97

Visiting Lecturer
Devens, Monica, Ph.D.,

Affiliate Professor
Andrews, Walter G., Ph.D., 1970, Michigan; Turkish language and literature, Otto-
man Turkish.

1978, UCLA: Elementary Modern Hebrew, A97 — Sp98

Affiliate Assistant Professor
Pyne, Nannette, Ph.D., 1982, Washington: Medieval Near Eastern history, geography
and archaeology.

Affiliate Instructors

Sakkal, Mamoun, M. Arch, 1982, Washington; History of Islamic art and architecture.
Sultan-Quarraie, Hadi, Ph.D., 1997, University of Washington: Persian language and
literature

Teaching Assistants 1997-98

Arabic: Suha Kudsieh
Amara Simons
Ahmed Souaiaia
Alexander Elinson

Hebrew: Ricky Rivlin

Persian: Fevziye Barlas

Turkish: Erdag Goknar
Ali Igmen
Ozlem Sensoy

Uzbek: Hamit Zakir

Introduction to Hebrew Bible: Karen Winslow
Readings in Ottoman Turkish: Hurriet Gokdayi



FACULTY

Among the courses taught by
Professor Ilse Cirtautas during
1997-98 were Intermediate Uzbek
and Middle Turkic, a new “Introduc-
tion to Kazakh and Kirghiz Oral
Literature,” and a new seminar on

Chingiz Aitmatov (left) with Prof. Cirtautas and
Mikhail Gorbachev at the Issyk Kul Forum

Central Asian Oral Epics. Her
research included a volume contain-
ing translations by herself and her
graduate students of contemporary
Uzbek short stories, with introduc-
tions and notes, scheduled for
publication by University of Wash-
ington Press in late summer of 1998.
Her paper on “New Publications on
the Epic *‘Manas, ™ appeared in
Kazakh & Kirghiz Studies Bulletin
Vol 2:2, pp. 21-24, and she is
scheduled to present a paper on “The
Kazakh Minstrel Agan ser1 (1843-
1913)"” at a conference on the
“Cultural Heritage of Central Asia™
in October 1998 in Lake Arrowhead,
CA. She continues her research on
“The Concept of the Hero in Mongo-
l1an and Central Asian Turkic
Epics,” and for her Historical
Dictionary of Kirghizstan. In July
1997 she participated 1n the Issig Kul
Forum held in Bishkek, Kirghizstan.
The Forum organized by the well-
known Kirghiz writer Chingiz
Aitmatov 1s similar in scope and
purpose to the Rome Forum. This
year s meeting was attended by the
presidents of Turkey and
Kirghizstan, as well as by Mikail
Gorbachev, the last president of the
former Soviet Union. Professor
Cirtautas organized and directed a
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panel on Chingiz Aitmatov at the
29" National Convention of the
American Association for the
Advancement of Slavic Studies, held
in Seattle in November 1997. She
also organized and presided at the
Tenth Annual
Nicholas Poppe
Symposium on
Central/Inner Asian
Studies held at UW
in May 1998.
Professor Cirtautas
was honored with
election as Board
Member of the
International Timur
Association,
Tashkent,
Uzbekistan, and in
June, 1998, she
welcomed to campus a delegation of
distinguished government and
educational leaders from Tashkent,
as part of the celebration of the 25"
anniversary of the Sister City rela-
tionship between Seattle and
Tashkent. In Summer 1998 Profes-
sor llse Cirtautas again directed the
Department's Summer Program in
Central Asian Languages and
Culture.

Professor Terri DeYoung's
monograph, Placing the Poet:
Badr Shakir al-Sayyab and
Postcolonial Iraq, was pub-
lished by SUNY Press in May,
1998. In this book Professor
DeYoung makes available to
a wider public the works of
a major twentieth century
poet who has been influen-
tial not only in Irag, but
throughout the Arab
world. She has applied
some of the more recent
theories of postcolonial
criticism and cultural
theory to Sayyab’s
work, to show their
applicability to the
understanding of modern
Arabic literature in general. Her
earlier book, Tradition and Moder-
nity in Arabic Literature (edited with

Issa Boullata), has begun to receive
favorable reviews in the professional
journals and was recently recom-
mended in Choice (March, 1998) for
purchase by college and umiversity
libraries with comparative literature
programs. Professor DeYoung is
currently finishing three articles: on
the Palestinian poetess Fadwa Tuqan,
on a dialogic reading of the Qur’an.
and on the cross-cultural reception of
T'he Thousand and One Nights.
While on sabbatical in Autumn 1998
and Spring 1999, she will be working
on a new book project. In Winter
1999 she plans to teach two literature
courses, “Nationalism and Colonial-
ism in the Modern Arabic Novel,”
and “The Crusades in a Cross-
Cultural Perspective.” This past year
Professor DeYoung represented
NELC on both the Center for Arabic
Studies Abroad (CASA) Governing
Council (where UW was an outgoing
member) and the CASA Fellowship
Selection Committee (on which UW
will serve through 2000). She 1s
serving as advisor and coordinator
for a new distance learning project in
Arabic. With a two-year grant from
the National Security Education
Program, Montana State University at
Bozeman has contracted with our
Middle East Center to develop a
course in Arabic language, with
a lecturer/coordinator
at UW
Instructing
students at
regional
colleges and
universities by
means of interac-
tive video and
aided by on-site
teaching assistants.
This project will
make first-year
Arabic instruction
available to campuses
in Montana, Idaho,
Wyoming and North
Dakota where 1t has not
been practical to offer 1t
before. In addition, Professor
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NEWS FROM THE FACULTY

DeYoung is working with members
of the Seattle School District staff to
help them develop programs for
teaching Arabic 1n area K-12
schools. Finally, she 1s exploring
with her colleagues nationally the
possibility of making Arabic teach-
ing materials available on the Web,
as part of a project called the Arabic
Language Network, which is being
coordinated out of Johns Hopkins
University.

Professor Ahmad Karimi-
Hakkak was promoted this year to
Full Professor. He served this past
year as Acting Director of the
Middle East Center at the Jackson
School of International Studies. He
taught the classical Persian literature
series (PRSAN 454-56) as well as
Elementary and Intermediate Per-
sian. In June, 1997, the two major
academic organizations active in
scholarship on Iran , namely the
American Institute of Iranian Studies
and the Society for Iranian Studies,
asked him to chair the Program
Committee for the Second Biennial
Conference on Iranian Studies.
Largely due to his efforts, the
Conference, held May 22-24, 1998
in Washington, D.C., turned out to
be a huge success, bringing together
scholars engaged in the study of Iran
and Iranate cultures in all disciplines
and historical periods from all over
the world. Professor Karimi also
completed work as guest editor of a
special issue of The Journal of
Iranian Studies, devoted to introduc-
ing the topical literature of Iran in
the last two decades to English
speakers. This special issue, due to
be out in September 1998, is the first
of its kind in the Journal's 31-year
history. In addition, Professor
Karimi continued work on a major
study of the interplay between
censorship, pedagogy and literature
in contemporary Iran, and wrote
articles for The Encyclopedia
Britannica, The Encyclopedia
Iranica, and Iran-Nameh. He is
currently editing a collection of
essays on the modernist Iranian poet
Nima Yushij (1887-1960). His
recent book, Recasting Persian
Poetry, was recognized at the
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November MESA meetings by
receiving the runner-up award for the
prestigious Saidi-Sirjani book prize.
Within the field of Persian/Iranian
studies the Saidi-Sirjani award, given
by the Society for Iranian Studies, 1S
the highest recognition a scholar can
achieve from his/her peers.

In addition to lecturing widely
for UW departments and programs,
and for local community groups,
Professor Scott Noegel has this year
taught courses on biblical Hebrew,
themes in Near Eastern literature,
hieroglyphic Egyptian, and the kings
of monarchic Israel. During the
year Professor Noegel published six
scholarly articles, eight book re-
views, and a series of entries for the
forthcoming Reader’s Guide to
Judaism (Fitzroy Dearborn Publish-
ers). He was recently awarded a
grant from the National Endowment
for the Arts for his national televi-
sion arts screening OffLine. Cur-
rently, he i1s completing a monograph
on dream interpretation as reflected
in ancient Near Eastern literature,
and also editing a book of collected
essays on wordplay in Near Eastern
texts. During the summer he is also
filming an artistic recreation of the
Epic of Gilgamesh, following a
format similar to his impressive
earlier recreation of the Descent of
Ishtar.

Professor Naomi Sokoloff
began a three-year term as Chair of
the Jewish Studies Program in July,
1997. She was honored in the
autumn by being elected Vice
President for Membership of the
Association for Jewish Studies, and
she has been named Book Review
Editor of Prooftexts: A Journal of
Jewish Literary History. This year
Professor Sokoloff edited a special
issue of Shofar: An Interdisciplinary
Journal of Jewish Studies (16,2:
Winter 1998), called “Israel and
America: Cross-Cultural Encounters
and the Literary Imagination.” This
volume contains essays on Jewish
writing in the 1990s, focusing on
how American Jews have perceived
Israel, and how lIsraeli Jews have
viewed America and the American-

1zation of Israel. Further pursuing
her interests in these topics, Profes-
sor Sokoloff presented a talk on
“America in the Israeli Imagination™
at a conference at Tel Aviv Univer-
sity in May 1998 devoted to” Fifty
Years of Israeli Literature.” In
addition, she participated in a panel
at the AJS annual meeting on
“Translating Israel: Reflections on
the Perception of Israeli Literature in
America,” and at the NAPH annual
conference she spoke on a panel
concerned with “Rethinking the
Curriculum: Teaching Hebrew
Literature in Translation.” Profes-
sor Sokoloff’s contributions to the
field of Jewish literature were
recognized this year in two entries—
"Judaic Studies™ and “Literature
Scholars™—that appeared in Jewish
Women in America: An Historical
Encyclopedia, edited by Paula
Hyman and Deborah Dash Moore
(Routledge, 1997). Her own article
on “Popular Fiction™ also appears in
this encyclopedia.

After returning from Kuwait
last year, Professor Brannon
Wheeler has continued to teach
courses Islamic Studies. In March of
this year, he organized a successful
workshop on Integrating Islamic
Studies into Liberal Arts Curricula,
bringing to the UW an international
group of distinguished scholars.

This workshop is leading to the
creation of a new undergraduate
concentration in Comparative
[slamic Studies at the UW. Profes-
sor Wheeler’s article on interpreta-
tion in Islamic law, in Arabic,
appeared this year in an edited
volume entitled Ashab al-Qalam
(Kuwait, 1997). He also has two
articles appearing: “Moses or
Alexander? Some early Islamic
Exegesis of Q 18:60-65 in the
Journal of Near Eastern Studies 57.3
(1998): 191-215 and “The Jewish
Origins of Q 18:65-827 Reevaluating
Arent Jan Wensinck’s Theory™ in the
Journal of the American Oriental
Society (July 1998). His article
entitled “*The New Torah:’ The
Quran and other Revealed books in
early Islam,” 1s scheduled to appear
in the Journal of the Greek Oriental



Society, Graeco-Orientalia 9 (1998).
He continues his work as editor for
Religious Studies Review, and has
recently been named editor of a new
series in Comparative Islamic
Studies for Cassell Publishers. This
summer, he 1s working on an article
for the journal of the St. Petersburg
Society for Byzantine and Slavic
Studies, Byzantinorossica. He has
also been invited to present a paper,
“The land in which
you have lived:
inheritance of the
Promised Land in
classical Islamic
exegesis,” at the 11th
Annual Klutznick
Symposium this Fall.
In between painting
the house and rebuild-
ing two decks,
Brannon is also
completing a book
length manuscript on
Biblical prophets 1n
the Qur’an entitled A
Prophet Like Moses.”

Professor Michael Williams
assumed responsibility as Acting
Chair of the Department of Near
Eastern Languages and Civilization
in September 1997, and has now
agreed to a five-year term as Chair of
that department. This year he was
President of the Pacific Northwest
Region of the American Academy of
Religion and Society of Biblical
Literature, and his presidential
address, delivered at the meetings at
the University of Portland in May,
was entitled “Stories and Secrets,
Books and Canons in Ancient
Christianity.” In March he gave a
lecture on “Codices and the Canoniz-
ing Process: Two Case Studies from
Ancient Christianity™ at the Divinity
School, University of Chicago. His
presented a paper on “Negative
Theologies and Demiurgical Myths
in Late Antiquity™ at the national
meetings of the AAR/SBL in San
Francisco, November 22-25. Among
his currently projects is an article on
the *Nag Hammadi Codices and
Related Texts” contracted for The
Oxford Encyclopedia of Ancient
Eegypt. His most recent book,

Rethinking “Gnosticism”: An
Argument for Dismantling a Dubious
Category (Princeton, 1996) is
scheduled to appear in a paperback
edition in 1999.

Professor Emeritus Farhat J.
Ziadeh was honored by being
awarded the prestigious Mentoring
Award at the meetings in San
Francisco (Nov 22-25) of the Middle
East Studies Association. The

Prof. and Mrs. Ziadeh and Prof. Jere Bacharach

wording of the award recognizes
Professor Ziadeh's “exceptional
contributions to the education and
training of others in Middle East
Studies.” It notes “his example as a
researcher, perenmally curious and
excited by discovery, while keeping
to rigorous methodology,”™ and “the
rare combination of deep knowledge
of his field with a warm heart.”
Professor Ziadeh 1s acclaimed as “an
outstanding mentor who represents
and fosters the finest of Middle East
Studies scholarship.”™ This award
was instituted only last year, and
each year is bestowed on one scholar
in the field. All associated with this
department over the past several
decades are well aware of how
fitting 1s this award, and how deeply
indebted education in Middle East
Studies here and elsewhere 1s to the
contributions Professor Ziadeh.
Among his other activities during
this past year, he was invited in
October 1997, to give a paper at a
conference at the School of Oriental
and African Studies of the University
of London on “"Mulazama, or the
Creditors™ Pursuit of Debtors in
[slamic Law.”

4

Affiliate Professor Walter
Andrews traveled to Turkey during
September and early October 1997,
where (among other things) he met
with the poet Hilmi Yavuz to put the
finishing touches on a book of
translated selections from the latter’s
poems. The book 1s now finished
and 1s being considered by publish-
ers. During winter quarter, Protessor
Andrews attended a conference at
Princeton in memory of Professor
Allin Luther on the subject of
Nizami of Ganja and presented a
paper on Nizami and Fuzuli (“Layla
Grows Up: Nizami's Layla and
Majnun ‘in the Turkish Manner™ *) .
He completed and submitted an
article entitled “Contested Mysteries
and Mingled Dreams” to a festschrift
for Talat Halman being produced at
Columbia. He is also editing and
contributing to a volume of essays
on Turkish literature, which will be
completed at the end of the summer
1998. We are also very grateful to
him for having served during 1997-
O8 as faculty advisor for our Turkish
program, and for teaching a graduate
seminar in winter of 1998 on “Cul-
ture Between Ottomans and Turks.™
Professor Andrews has agreed to
serve in a similar capacity during
1998-99.

During the last academic year
Adjunct Professor Jere L.
Bacharach gave scholarly presenta-
tions at the International Congress of
Numismatists in Berlin, the Interna-
tional Congress of North African and
Asian Studies in Budapest, and at the
annual meeting of the American
Research Center in Egypt, in Los
Angeles. He published an article in
the Jordanian journal, Yarmouk
Numismatics. He was honored with
election as President of the Middle
East Medievalists. He also served as
Secretary-Treasurer for the Associa-
tion of Professional Schools of
[nternational Affairs, while stepping
down as a Board member, MESA
and Treasurer, Society for Iranian
Studies. Locally, he was appointed
to the City of Seattle Sister City
Association and continues as Presi-
dent, Washington World Affairs
Fellows. His one major Middle East

Volume 11, Summer, 1998 TEE®



NEWS FROM THE FACULTY

trip was a ten day visit to Yemen
from San’a to the Wadi Hadramaut
which he found fascinating.

Adjunct Professor Martin
Jaffee was appointed on July 1,
1998, for a three year term as
Samuel and Althea Stroum Professor
of Jewish Studies in the Jackson
School of International Studies,
where he teaches in both the Com-
parative Religion and Jewish Studies
Programs. His research focuses on
the role of oral tradition in the early
shaping of Rabbinic Judaism. During
the 1998-99 academic year he will
be on sabbatical leave with a grant
from the National Endowment for
the Humanities. Prof. Jaffee has
chaired the Comparative Religion
Program since 1991 and will resume
that position upon his return from
sabbatical. He has recently been
invited to be the Solomon Katz
Distinguished Lecturer in the Hu-

manities for the Spring quarter of
1999. |

Affiliate Instructor Mamoun
Sakkal gave a paper, “Mugarnas in
Aleppo: Early Examples™ at the
MESA National Convention in San
Francisco. His paper “Geometry of
Ribbed Domes in Spain and North
Africa™ will appear in the Journal of
the History of Arabic Science
published by the University of
Aleppo and due out this Summer.
He lectured on “Mugarnas: Geom-
etries of Space and Light™ at the
University of Washington, and about
“Preservation Resources on the
Internet” at Historic Preservation
Week held at the Everett Public
Library. Mr. Sakkal's Web site
about Arabic Calligraphy attracted
more than 20,000 visitors in its first
year (www.sakkal.com). An article
about the site appeared in Al-
Jaddeda Magazine of London. He
lectured and led workshops on
calligraphy at University Presbyte-
rian Church, School of Architecture
at UW, World Languages Day at
UW, and the Museum of History and
[ndustry in Seattle. A one man
show of Mr. Sakkal’s calligraphic
artwork took place at The Gallery,
University of Texas in Austin, The
show was featured on the evening
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news of Austin’s local TV station
and was reviewed 1n Anbaa Al Arab
newspaper published in Los Angeles.

Affiliate Instructor Hadi
Sultan-Qurraie’s Ph.D. dissertation,
“Modernity and Identity in Azeri
Poetry: Mo’Juz of Shabustar and
Iranian Constitutional Era,” received
“honorable™ mention from Founda-
tion of Iranian Studies, and is under
contract to be published soon. Dr.
Sultan-Qurraie has also recently
edited and written the Introduction
for Selected Works of Bakhtiyar
Vahabzada, just published by
[Indiana University Press, Turkish
Studies Publications. This is in fact
the second edition of this collection,
which earlier was published without
direct reference to the Azeri identity
of the poet and without any reference
to the Azen literature or poetry
tradition. After having pointed out
this fact to the publishers, Dr.
Sultan-Qurraie was invited to edit
and introduce the new edition. The
second edition has now highlighted
Vahabzada’'s Azeri identity, and
includes a general discussion by Dr.
Sultan-Qurraie’s of the nature of
Azeri literature. Of Vahabzada’s
work, the volume contains 24 poems,
5 ruba’is, 4 short stories and a play,
and also includes comments on his
work from The New York Times as
well as the poet’s autobiographical
note. Hadi has donated a copy of the
volume to NELC's library.

In September of 1997 Lecturer
Part-Time Deborah L. Wheeler
completed her year as a Senior
Postdoctoral Researcher at Kuwait
University where she was investigat-
ing “New Communications Tech-
nologies and the Security of Islamic
Values.” During the year she gave
several invited lectures in Morocco,
Syria, and Toronto, and held meet-
ings with members of the Kuwaiti
ruling family. Dr. Wheeler gathered
enough materials for a book-length
manuscript on Kuwait’s unique
transition to the Information Age, as
well as several related articles,
including “Global Culture, Global
Clash: New Communications

Technologies and the Islamic
World—A View from Kuwait,”
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forthcoming in Communication
Research, In March of 1998 she
returned to Kuwait at the invitation of
the Kuwait Institute of Scientific
Research to present a paper entitled
“The Social Impact of the Internet in
Kuwait,” at an international confer-
ence on “Kuwait’s Conference on
Information Superhighway.” Dr.
Wheeler presented versions of her
Kuwait research in several other
invited lectures—in October on Orcas
Island, in February at the University
of Chicago, and in June at the Ameri-
can Association of Engineering
Educators Conference in Seattle. At
the MESA meetings in San Francisco
she chaired a panel on “The Ameri-
canization of Israel.” In Autumn
1997 she taught a new course on
“Islam and Technology,” developed
from her research in Kuwait, and she
plans another in Winter of 1999:
“Islam and Cyberspace.” During
1997-98 she also served as a consult-
ant on Middle Eastern issues for two
locally-based multinational corpora-

tions who plan to do business in the
Gulf.

During the academic year 1997-
98, Visiting Lecturer Monica
Devens taught elementary modern
Hebrew and the summer intensive
elementary course. She experimented
with a new approach to this course,
introducing the concept of a “culture
curriculum™ 1n addition to traditional
language mastery. This past year she
has prepared for publication a practi-
cal manual, a pronunciation guide for
Torah readers, and 1s continuing work
on a concordance to the Ethiopic
Bible. She hopes to complete work
on the Book of Psalms in the coming
year.

Mark Wegner was the Visiting
Costigan Lecturer in Middle Eastern
History during 1997-98. Mr. Wegner
was finishing his dissertation on “The
Debate Over the Revival of the
Caliphate in Egypt, 1922-26,” from
the University of Chicago. Among
his course offerings during the year
was a contribution benefiting students
of Arabic language: “Readings on the
Modern Middle East in Arabic™
during Spring Quarter.
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Many of the important research and academic activities reported in this newsletter were made possible by
the NELC’s support funds. Please help us continue these vital efforts by giving generously whenever
possible. You may send a check made out to the University of Washington with one of the funds desig-
nated on the memo line of your check. Please send the check along with this form to the Department of
Near East Languages and Civilization, Box 353120,

229 Denny Hall, University of Washington, Seattle, WA 98195, *. T

“ .
Gifts are tax deductible in accordance with the law. If you are assacﬁied wnh a company which will
match your gift, please include the appropnate form. Pursuant to RCW 10.09, the University of Washing-
ton is registered as a charitable organization with the Secretary of State, State of Washington. For infor-

mation call the Office of the Secretary of State, 1-800-332-4483.

Please check off the fund you wish to contribute to and complete your name and address below.
. DEPARTMENTAL FELLOWSHIP FUND — for support of outstanding graduate students.

. DEPARTMENTAL DISCRETIONARY FUND — covers the cost of ongoing cultural programs
and activities, some general services to the department and other special events which require
support funds from outside the University.

FARHAT ZIADEH FUND — supports publications in Arabic and Islamic Studies.

NICHOLAS POPPE MEMORIAL FUND — supports graduate students in the field of Central
Asian (Altaic) Studies.

KENNETH R. BOYLE FUND — provides support in the field of Arabic and Islamic Studies.

LI T

EXCHANGE PROGRAM FUND — supports the Department’s exchanges with institutions in the
Near East and Central Asia.

Amount you wish to contribute:

Name:

Address:

Telephone:

May we thank you publicly for your gift ?
(No amount will be specified.)
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NICHOLAS POPPE SYMPOSIUM
ON INNER ASIAN/CENTRAL ASIAN STUDIES

Sponsored by the Central Asian Studies Group (including Kazakh & Kirghiz Studies and the
Uzbek Circle), the Turkish Studies Group, the Russian, East European and Central Asian Studies
Program, and the Jackson School of International Studies, the Tenth Annual Poppe Symposium was
held on Saturday, May 9, 1998 in Denny Hall. Established in honor of famed Central Asian
scholar, Nicholas Poppe, the symposium was once again attended by an international slate of
participants. There were presentations on city planning in Tashkent (Nimat Akmalov, Mayor’s
Office, Tashkent), land reform and water management in Kirghizstan (Tasia Asakawa, UW),
Kazakstan’s trade policy (Dilyaram Sansybayeva, National Bank of Kazakstan), nationalism and
epic songs in Central Asia (Maria Kozhevnikova, UW), Russian nationalism and Eisenstein’s “Ivan
Grozniy” (Helen Faller, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor), minority rights and the Uighurs of
Xinjiang (Rajen Pareck, Columbia University), intellectual antecedents of Turkestani Jadidism (Ken
Petersen, UW), the Kazak Minstrel Agan Seri (Ilse Cirtautas, UW), Central Asian Turkic wisdom
literature (Elmira Kochumkul(ova), UW), and the concept of “Qut” among the Kazaks of Xinjiang
(Kagan Arik, UW).
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